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started with the manifesto of August 6th and the subsequent
decrees. His report recommended the second method,
which, if sanctioned, must lead to the legislative enactment
of measures that would broaden the law of August 6th and
inaugurate a constitutional regime. During the reading
Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaicvich, with His Majesty's per-
mission, asked a groat many questions, in answer to which
Count Witte gave detailed explanations, adding, in con-
clusion, that he did not expect quiet to return quickly after
such a hitter war and such wild turmoil, but that the second
course promised to accomplish this result sooner.
At the termination of the report the Kmperor asked
Count Witte whether he had prepared a manifesto. Count
Witte replied that during the trip to Petcrhof he had exam-
ined a draft of the manifesto, which was then being revised;
but that in his opinion it would be more expedient for the
Government to limit themselves to a sanction of the report
'he had just read. At one o'clock I Us Majesty dismissed all
those present, instructing them to return at three and direct-
ing Count Witte to bring the proposed manifesto.
The conference was resumed at three o'clock and, after
a continuation of the exchange of ideas regarding the re-
port, Count Witte read the draft of the manifesto. None
of those present raised any objections.
'On the evening of October i6th Baron Frederichs gave
Count Witte to understand that he would visit him to dis-
cuss the manifesto. The Baron, together with the Director
of his Chancery, General Mosolov, arrived after midnight
and said that His Majesty, aside from conferring with those
present at the meeting the previous day, had advised with
others^ and that Goremykin and Budberg, members of the
Imperial Council, had formulated two plans for the mani-
festo, with which the Emperor had commissioned them to
acquaint Count Witte. In the first place Count Witte in-
quired whether all this was known to General Trepov, who